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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 (JSC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-6 and 8-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Izzo (4,493,713) in view of Clayton (4,332,347). 

Izzo discloses all aspects of the claimed invention with the exception of the panel 
having side edges sealed to the pouch sides. Izzon discloses an absorbent article 
package 10 holding an absorbent article 42, as shown in figure 3. The package 10 
comprises a wrapper material 16 configured into a pouch 40 having front and back 
surfaces 26 and 32, a closed bottom 24 and sides 28 and 30, and an open top, as 
shown in figures 2 and 3. A panel 36 is disposed across the back surface 26, as shown 
in figure 2, having a top edge contiguous with the open top and a bottom edge. 

Clayton discloses a pouch, as shown in figure 2, comprising a panel 27 disposed 
across the back surface 13, the panel 27 having a top edge 21 contiguous with the open 
top 29, a bottom edge 35, and side edges sealed to the pouch sides, as shown in figure 

1. The panel 27 extends less than about halfway down the pouch, as shown in figure 

2. To seal the pouch, the panel 27 is pulled over the open top of the pouch with the 
panel sides remaining sealed to the pouch sides, as shown in figure 2. The panel 27 
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disclosed by Clayton provides a neat appearance, and can be easily manufactured, as 
disclosed in column 1 , lines 37-50. 

It would therefore have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of invention to construct the pouch of Izzo with the panel closure taught by Clayton to 
provide a pouch with a neat appearance that can be easily manufactured. 

With respect to claim 2, Clayton shows in figure 2 the panel 27 formed from the 
wrapper material and continuous with the pouch back surface. 

With respect to claim 3, Clayton shows in figure 2 a wrapper material comprising 
a continuous strip of material having a first end portion folded at a first fold axis 1 1 and a 
second end portion folded at a second fold axis 21 . 

With respect to claim 4, Clayton discloses the sides of the front and back portions 
are sealed to define a pouch, as described in column 2, lines 14-16, and the sides of the 
panel 27 are sealed to the pouch sides. 

With respect to claim 5, Clayton shows in figure 2 the panel 27 extends about 
one third of the way down the back surface. 

With respect to claim 6, Clayton discloses the wrapper material comprises a 
liquid impervious film layer, as described in column 3, lines 5-7. 

With respect to claim 8, the ends of the front and back surfaces of Clayton may 
be aligned to define the open top. 

With respect to claims 9 and 10, Clayton shows in figure 2, a portion 27 of the 
wrapper material folded away from the open top along a fold axis 21 that is coextensive 
with the open top, the portion extending less than half way down the back surface. 
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With respect to claim 1 1 , Clayton shows in figure 2, a pouch having a closed 
bottom defined by a different fold 1 1 . 

With respect to claim 12, Clayton discloses the sides of the front and back 
portions are sealed to define a pouch, as described in column 2, lines 14-16. 

With respect to claim 13, the instant claim is drawn to an article of manufacture, 
and therefore the method of bonding the portion sides is a product-by-process limitation. 
The final structure of the article disclosed by Izzo, as modified by Clayton, fulfills all 
structural limitations of the claim. 

Claim 7 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Izzo 
(4,493,713) in view of Clayton (4,332,347) as applied to claim 1 above, and further in 
view of Balzar et al. (6,036,679). 

Izzo, as modified by Clayton, discloses all aspects of the claimed invention with 
the exception of the wrapper material being a film/non-woven laminate. Balzar teaches 
the use of a film/non-woven laminate as the wrapper material for an absorbent article, 
as disclosed in column 4, lines 20-29, to provide a suitably strong yet thin wrapper 
material. It would therefore be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention to construct the pouch of Izzo from a film/non-woven laminate, as taught by 
Balzar, to provide a suitably strong yet thin wrapper material. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. U.S. Patents 4,923,455 and 5,476,456 pertain to wrapper 
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material for absorbent articles. U.S. Patents 2,842,179 and 5,222,600 pertain to 
pouches having panels that are pulled over an open top to form a closure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to C. Lynne Anderson whose telephone number is (703) 
306-5716. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Calvert can be reached on (703) 305-1025. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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